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Project could
allow disabled

to become
home workers

ACCESS to employment and train-
ing for some of the disabled within
the Highiands and Islands commu-
nity is set to be boosted with the
launch aof a new technalogy pro-
gramme, o

The Think prapect (Townerds Handicep
Inicgration Nepiatiag Knowledge) aims
vy sef up a profitable business, allowing
dizsbied people to use thear skills amd abil-
iligs 1o undenake a wide varely of com-
peler-based tasks ps home-bassd rele-
WOrkers,

Tee project, based on o successiul
E-...r-:l:h':l.u Pk run B Postugil, i h’*""h'
developed for he Highlagds ded [slands
by a wide-runging pfronesshdp involving
prutelic boadics aml e private sectod. [0 will
involve a tstal of 30 stwdenis, each of
wihotm will be paomdsd wilh the CunmpRA-
ing. diwane and communications i
stnachare 1o undertake theie wakning aasd o
i [roped thas 200 of thess will gol full-time
eanplboyment at the cod of 1keir course

The students will be aken on in three
waves of 10, from the Inverress area i
tially nad theoughouw! ibe Highlande asd
lzlasds in Lter Raget

Each sisdznt will undemake on eighn
week initial preparmtion course covenng
subjects such & tearmworking

COVTAE

Ken Abraham of Omnitech with Derek Deviin, a pote

Two thirds of
students
should gain
employment
from course

caldng, Ses: managemenl amd progect
ang gquality management. This will be ful-
lowed by further study under the Traieing
fur Work programme and |F necessary.
mexe specialised Craiming 0 allow the slos
deels o carry oul specialised waork, The
iype of wirk which will e -._||,.'|_ghl
e udes: brlpdosk lunctions; rarscrijiie
and tansiation; welb design; r|:.u'l\.-¢||.'|'!:
asd COMpEIEr progTaITang

Amaongst the pariner organiialiiing are
“ll.l hilinds s Bedands |:.-|I-q,\:'|-.:n|_- {HIE]
wha masage the Training for Work pro
Eramre and are alio
devglopasent i ppaet, and Qmmtech Ligd -
wha are the main project makagers and
who are alen providing speed ialiged 1T

Eplyiag hdareis

ntial student at the launch of the THINK project

\EmmAg

Ken Ahrshamn of Omindtech waid: “The
new informatkon technobogy which has
become s oommon today shaoulid offer a
patfiorm Fos egual opposunities in both a
social and work sefling, asd can overcome |
soqne of the olber isswes thal creale barr- |
efs [or disabled people. Thas progect is an
afempt 1o work logether, buildEng on this
matform, t0 make the most of e oppodtis
nities it olfes.”

HIE's head of knowledge economsy
Calurm Devidsomn said; “This project pirg-
s s0e1al inclusion, enabling disabded
pople 10 access hagh qualily imining and [
empeoyvimen| oppomunities, and theer skaulis
will comfibate to the wider ecomomic
development in the aren

Uiy mbso be & palol project in anolf-
of dcnie — oae of the potential employ=
menl opperiunities for these rainees
wiklld e working togecher, but Mtom |
leaine, as pard of a ‘virlual call cenoe
linked I.:, ik elecin
strudiure., [ this dovohops, amd proves a

v atnEns wila-
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